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1 . (Previously Presented) An anasU^viio^is .system comprising: 

first and second flexible slructuri^l rj\c\ns, whucin each of said firsl iiiul f»ccoi)cl striiclnral 
means comprises a tubular region that teimtnatcn in u lip one end, and fuilhcr whoKihi said iirsl and 
second slfuctura) means arc capable of assuming i\ iu sl»'d configuralion. 

2. (Original) The anastomosis s ystem a- ct>rvling lo Claim 1, whorcin ihv. inne r dii'snclcr of 

the tubular region of said second structui'al mciius' is /jroiilcr than the outer diameter of the luhuhir reyjon 
of said first stinctural means. 

3.-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Oriein»I) 'fhe anastomosis systkiui nrctHtling to Claim 1, wlii^rcin i;i.Hd liisl .secoml 
stiuctural means are nei>tcd. 

6. (Original) The anastomosis sysK^ni ..vciUdiivj to Claim 1, wherein sjiiti Jirsl iiij^l sccoirl 
struclural means are separate. 

7. (Currently Amended) An anaslorno,- is i^ystein eomprisini*: 

first and second flexible structural :iioaiis, wliercin each of said fir^t aJKl f.ceond Rtriietv-ral 
means comprises a rigid biocompatible materia! c\\:\ Ivs a tuhular region that tmniniilcs in a iiii at one 
end, and further wherein said first and second striicti^rui jikmhs arc capable of a^smunin^; a ncsfc<l 
eonfiguralion. 

8. (Original) The anastomosis systein aocoidinj; to Claim 7, whorein the inner diartictcr (jf 
the tubular region of said second structural means is i>a:•;^lc^ than Ihe outer dianiieter oflhe Uil>u!;ir region 
of said first .structural means. 

9. (Original) The anastomosis sysu^ni a .ccjiding to Claim 7, wherein Aim\ first ;iiid i>ocoj\d 
structural means are nested. 
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10. (Original) Th^ anastomosis systcra iiCCo^v?iii<^ (o Clain) 7, v/licrciii siiiU Urst tm(\ i.ccont^i 
strucluml nicniis arc separate. 

1 1 . (Origitial) The anastomosis syskiu ;if cordins lo Claim 7, wborciu caoh lip of ^'i.iii llrsl 
and second structural means has a curvilinear con fii*. inn ion. 

\2, (Original) The anastomosis syslujii n ;coj iling to Claim 1 1 , whciciji .s^i<l cui vilincc^r 
coniiguralion of said Hp of said first structural nuNUii: is <Uffc.'cnt from said curvilinci.r con li^itii alien of 
snid lip of said second structural means. 

13. (Original) The anastomosis systtNu .s^cordin}! lo Claint 7, vvlKTcin tin; Kn)j>1h oTthc 
tubular region oftlic second structural means is Wsis •lU'.n the Iciii^th of the tubular stnicLuro ot" fin>l 
structural means. 

14. (Original) A vessel inserted throu^ih iht;t liiid second .strucluiTJ nu ;uw, whcrciu fiaid first 
and second structuml means each have a tubular vCijH>]i livr.l tcnninalcs at one end in n h\\ and wherciA 
.sciid firiit and second structural means arc capable nl* tisiaMninii u nested conrignrmion. 

15. (Original) The vessel according to (.'iniin 14, v/licrcin the ciid of said vehscl i,"* vvcrlcd 
over the distal surface and at least a portion of llio jfioxiuij I Kvrface of tlio Hp of s\:iid fust struciural 
means. 

16. (Original) The vessel according \o C'cAun 14, wherein the inner dianu t^i' of llu- tubular 
region of said second structural means is greater \bx outer diajnctcr of said lubulnr rccios} of said 
first struclural means, 

1 7. (Origiuai) The vessel according lo C(:iinf 1 4, wherein said vessel ii^ a mmirally occurring 

vessel. 



1 8, (Of iftliial) The vessel accoixling to f Jlai !H 1 7, wherein said vessel is a vascular vessel, 

19, (Original) The vessel according t^'i ChniM H, wherein ,said vessel i^; u synlhuiit; vessel. 



20. (Original) The vessel according tt'i ChUi) 1 4, wherein said first antl second >.ti uetural 
means arc flexiblo. 
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21. (Originnl) The vessel accordingio C].\u\\ !4, wherein said Jlrsl ami s(cor»t} sluiclLuiil 
means arc rigid, 

22. (Original) A method for pcrfomiiny ni ciul-io-sidc anasloinosis, send mciliod 
comprising: 

(a) preparing an opening i n a li»o; A vessel; 

(b) inserting into said openiiw lh:i cwtl ofsx prepared gai l\ vcshcX h:i viug a j'/aft vcsrcl 
threaded through first and seeond slruelural means, wh* rein each of said lir.^l and scccmuI struciurwl 
means has a tTdnilarregi^^ 

everted over the distal surface and at least a portion tvriho]vroxinial surface of the lip of the I'li^l 
structural means; and 

(c) sliding said second structuial laciHns over the tubulav region of^iiid iHt>\ ,slniclijral 
means in a manner sufficient to stably attach said ;j,n^fl WKio) io said ho.sl vci>scl suid cstahlish lUiid 
communication between the lumens of said graft i^rxi hohi vcsjsds; 

whereby said end-to-sidc anastoniosii^ is fwj forn^cd, 

23. (Orij^inal) The method according u> Clinm 22, wherein said jnclhodAtrllicr comprises 
preparing »s;aid graft vessel. 

24* (Original) The method accordini; to Claim 23, wherein said nvnil vcssd U prej^arcd by: 
sequentially inserting said grail vcssi^- t]irt>«vi;»h tlie tubular regions ofxaid fiisl ,njid scccnid 
structural means; and 

everting the end of said graft vessel o/eit!ic distal surface and at leiisl a jiorttoii oflhe 
proximal surface of the lip of said first structural nv,^;ins. 

25. (Previously Presented) A kit for i?:;-:^ in p^r forming an cnd-Ui-sidc anaslonio:vii\ said kit 
comprising: 

an anastomosis system comprising al Ic;;:it one set of first nnd second •Jloxiblo ^Aruelnrul 
means, wherein said firet and second structural mCM.s l isch have a tubular region that lenninftles in a Up 
»l one end, and furtlicr wherein said fii-st and second sfiuctural means are capable of :issuminj'. a nest<,d 
configurulion. 

4 
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26. (Original) The kit according to CU>iiri wlicrcin the inner di nneUY oThaid tulnilar 
region of snitl second stmctural means is greater Oiiui mU v diamcicr of siiitl tubnlji' ic);,ion i>f JJuid 
first structural means, 

27. (Original) The kit according to Cl'jhii ?5, wluroin J5aid kit coniprisos i\ plurnlily of said 
anastomosis systems. 

28. (Original) The kit accordina to Cli-iM:. 25, \vliorcin said kit further coKijirisos a synlliolic 

vcsKcL 

29. (Original) The kit according to CI uwt 2\ wlnucin said kit fiirllier coiupi isos a tiolivcry 

means. 

30. (Original) The kit according to Cl.uin 25, vvhcrciu said kit fuillicv coriU>ri2><^« situclur.-^l 
means liolder for use in preparation of a grat^ vcjJixL 
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